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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
I have written these arrangements over the span of a few years, 

when from time to time, some of my students would ask for ‘something 
more contemporary’ than the usual guitar solo piece in the style of Wes or 
Joe Pass. So here I present ten solo guitar arrangements where you will 
find open string voicings, spread voicings, slash chords, and more. These 
were inspired not only by the study of both traditional and jazz harmony on 
textbooks, but also by guitarists like Pat Metheny, Wayne Krantz, Kurt 
Rosenwinkel, Mick Goodrick, Joe Diorio, Mike Stern, Allan Holdsworth, 
Lennie Breau and their ability to innovate and push the boundaries.  I 
thought of adding in the appendix at the end of the book extra tips on how 
to start your vocabulary of open string voicings and the ‘formula’ for 
adding open strings to chords you may already know, harp guitar style 
scale fingerings, suggested reading and suggested listening. In the hope 
you will find this beneficial to your playing, and you will be able to 
incorporate some of these sounds in your playing, I wish you the best of 
luck! 

 
Gianni Chiarello 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE RECORDED TRACKS 
 
 
 I have included with this publication a recording of the solo guitar 
pieces, in MP3 format, for reference purposes. As you will notice, I take 
quite some freedom to interpret the pieces in the hope of putting some life 
and expression in the charts that are simplified for ease of reading.  I will 
urge you to do the same, once you have learnt the solos ‘as written’: take 
chances and try to incorporate parts you like in your everyday playing. 
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